Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to address you today at the opening of this international conference on the politics of regulatory impact assessment: Best practices and lesson-drawing in Europe, which is supported, in part, by the MATRA KAP programme of the Netherlands Embassy in Sofia.

Finding myself among so many specialists, practitioners in this field (from all 10 Phare countries and Croatia) it is not my aim to speak about the complexities of this technical subject but rather to share with you the reasoning behind our decision to render support to this project that deals with an issue dear to your heart, but frightfully complex and maybe off putting for the European citizen

The CEE countries have been faced, in the recent decade, with a formidable - and twin – challenge: the challenge of fundamental social transformation and transition to market economy combined with the specific requirements of EU accession, including the adoption and implementation of the acquis. None of the present EU members have been presented with such a twin challenge.

Answering to this challenge, policy makers in the accession states need a credible measurement of the potential impact of their decisions on important aspects of national life and welfare.

The pressure of adopting the EU acquis and its sheer volume, combined often with the scarcity of administrative resources, make it a must to prioritise cases where impact assessment is desirable – and also to learn from the experience of others, both EU members and other accession countries. 

Researchers have singled out a number of objectives of impact assessment in European integration, such as:

· assessing the most cost –effective way to implement EU directives;

· assess implied costs and their relevance to mid-term budgeting;

· facilitate the formulation/defence of particular negotiating positions;

· provide information for businesses and other social groups on the costs likely to be incurred when enforcing a given EU regulation.

But – apart from its relevance for EU accession as such - regulatory impact analysis has a broader public policy relevance. Quite simply, it should be seen as an intrinsic part of the process of good, open and predictable, governance. It is a way of involving particular segments of society in the process of making informed choices- away from the technocrats and towards the citizen.

Those of you who may be familiar with the pre-accession support rendered by the Dutch government to the 10 countries (including Bulgaria),  would have seen that RIA provides a good example of a logical connection between two priority topics for this assistance:  approximation to the EU (incl. acquis implementation) and good governance .

I am confident that the conference will make its valuable contribution to both and I wish you very fruitful work.
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